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      Biography

Italy’s Antonio Calogero is a bright light in the new generation of acoustic guitarist/composers.  Drawing on folk, jazz, classical, and international influences, the poetic sensibility of the Mediterranean is always present when this intense and captivating guitarist takes the stage.  Although he composes for both nylon and steel-string guitar, Antonio’s rigorous classical guitar training imbues his passionate  performances with insight and precision. 

Originally from Messina, Italy, Antonio  moved to Rome where he received his degree in classical guitar from the Santa Cecilia Conservatory of  Music.  He then began performing in music halls and festivals in Europe.  His first recording, Caleidoscopio, was released on the Italian DDD label.  His second recording, La Rosa del Deserto was released on the prestigious German label, Acoustic Music Records and it features guest appearances by German guitar virtuoso Peter Finger, and American  mandolinist Mike Marshall.  A new recording for guitar & ensemble, Danza Multietnica, co-produced by Alex de Grassi, was released on Suono Records in May 2009.
Antonio began performing in the US in 1995 and he eventually relocated to San Francisco, California.  Since then, he has been winning recognition, praise, and a loyal following for his music as a solo artist, regularly featured guitarist on the International Guitar Night tours and leader of the Antonio Calogero Ensemble featuring Grammy Nominee Paul McCandless (multi-instrumentalist and composer from the legendary group Oregon), fretless bassist extraordinaire Michael Manring and the eclectic percussionist Brian Rice.  He has shared the stage in the U.S.A. and Canada with guitar luminaries such as Ralph Towner, Gerardo Nuñez, Paulo Bellinati and Alex de Grassi at venues including the Omni Foundation, the California World Music Festival and the Montreal Jazz Festival.
Antonio has been featured in numerous regional and national publications including  Acoustic Guitar Magazine, and his music has been featured on the nationally syndicated radio program Echoes, on NPR, and West Coast Live.  He has produced fingerstyle guitarist Brian Gore’s Legacy album for Acoustic Music Records and he appears on the IGN Live at Freight and Salvage video.
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 Discography 
Danza Multietnica, Suono Records

La Rosa del Deserto, Acoustic Music Records

Caleidoscopio, DDD Records
“World music that you don’t expect.  For many years, world music has been a sound area abused and often reduced to a heavy soup of useless exoticisms distorting the original motivations.  Sometimes it retains the charm of its origins (real integration of different and distant cultures and the breaking through stylistic barriers) thanks to the artistic sensibility of musicians who are able to respect the roots and propose with clarity new and original perspectives.  One of the most notable among these is, without a doubt, acoustic guitar virtuoso Antonio Calogero.”

Gigi Razete, La Repubblica
“High-quality music performed with grace and sophistication, without clatter or disproportionate gimmicks but exclusively with the innate art that only a few musicians possess, and if supported by years of study and commitment, produces really remarkable results.  Antonio Calogero is a wise musician who is able to capture every stimulus coming from different music areas, and above all knows how to synthesize and propose them through his original artistic sensibility.  A musician who deserves to be known and appreciated for his great skills as an instrumentalist as well as a composer.”

Giuseppe Mavilla, Jazzitalia
“…an evocative sound painter.  He can make the guitar dance as well as sing though,         with strong intimations of new tango and world music.  He plays with liquid grace whether in moody introversion or energized riffing.”

Jim Henken, Los Angeles Times
"Antonio has an original style which is very special and most important to have, 

as that is a natural thing not always evident in musicians."
Ralph Towner, ECM Recording Artist
"Antonio plays with clarity and passion... the subtle intricacy of his 

music will make you want to listen again."

Alex de Grassi, Tropo Recording Artist
